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Program Description: Field Trip to Tenryd-mura

Japan Summer Service-Learning (JSSL) Program 2019
International Christian University & Middlebury College
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The Japan Summer Service-Learning Program (JSSL) is a collaborative intercultural
service-learning program organized by International Christian University (ICU), Japan
and Middlebury College, USA.

Participating students from ICU, Middlebury College, Assumption University, Silliman
University, and Union Christian College work, learn and engage with local residents in
the Tokyo metropolitan region and in Tenryu-mura, Nagano. The student group stayed
in Tenryd-mura from July 19 to July 23 in 2019.

Why Tenryu-mura? In the summer of 2015, an ICU Service-Learning student

visited Tenryd-mura to support and learn from the town's revitalization efforts. ICU
faculty and staff, impressed with what the student had experienced and learned -and
her warm reception in the village- asked the leaders of the village if they might be open
to a program visit the following summer. Since then, our JSSL team has been visiting
Tenryd-mura every year.

We had a wonderful experience in Tenryu-mura. We were impressed by the warm
welcome given by the people of the village, the beautiful scenery, and the relaxed
lifestyle.

Atsuko Kuronuma, Kristen Mullins, Linda White, ;J S S L

and the 2019 student participants JAPAN SUMMER SERVICE-LEARNING
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Tenryu-mura
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TenryUd-mura is located in the
southernmost part of Nagano
Prefecture, next to Aichi Prefecture
and Shizuoka Prefecture. In 1956,
Tenryd-mura was established by the
merging of Hiraoka and Kamihara
villages. The name of the village comes
from the “Tenryld River,” that runs
through it. The current population of
Tenryu-mura is 1,267 (2019), a
significant decrease from 1950 when
the population was 8,337 due to the
construction of Hiraoka Dam.
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Listening and learning from our elders
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The Japan Summer Service-Learning program
brought us to the spectacular town of Tenryu-
mura four years ago. The area has beautiful
vistas, the Tenryu River, the Hiraoka Dam, and
rich farm land —all of which has shaped
the community for several generations. Many
local citizens have lived in the community for
their whole lives and have experienced rapid
societal changes in the postwar period from
this rural vantage point. Other citizens have
moved to TenryU-mura more recently to take
advantage of the natural beauty and a slower
pace of life. Japan's powerful economy and
increasingly rapid urbanization in the second
half of the twentieth century pulled many
young people toward large cities for advanced
education and employment opportunities
unavailable in small rural villages. This
hollowing out of rural Japan has been an
ongoing concern in society including Tenryu-
mura.

As part of our collaboration with the people of
TenryU-mura we wanted to gain a deeper
understanding of life in rural Japan and in this
particular place. On our first visit to the village,
one community leader, Mr. Masaaki Kawakami,
offered to teach us about the history of the
Hiraoka Dam that is situated right in the center
of the village. His lesson helped contextualize
rural Japan within the history of Japan's
expansion in Asia and WW Il in a new way for
all of us. He also inspired us to ask more
guestions about the past and to realize the
wealth of lived experiences our partners in
TenryU-mura could share with us. In 2017,

during our second year in the village, we
initiated an oral history project to collect the
life experiences of volunteers willing to tell us
about their lives and memories. In 2019, the
oral history work became an even larger
objective in the village, and 6 residents
volunteered to be interviewed.
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Oral histories are often carried out with
one interviewer and one narrator.
However, our multi-country, multi-ethnic
group of students included only a small
number of truly bilingual Japanese-
English speakers. As a result, we created
interview teams of 3 or 4 students that
interviewed one community member
each in Japanese. The questions and
answers were given in both Japanese
and English to increase the ability of all
members to participate. Although the
process was slowed by the simultaneous
interpretation, it provided an opportunity
for all students to share in the interviews
and for the villagers to get to know about
the students and their backgrounds. The
group interviews also created a convivial
environment for Tenryd-mura villagers.

One of the tenets of oral history is that in
order to truly understand a historical
period, it is necessary to hear the stories
and experiences of regular people, not
just the leaders or decision makers in a
society. Oral history is fundamentally
democratic. It assumes that each life,
each person, has a story worth recording
and valuing. Through the process of
listening and learning from the elders of
Tenryu-mura, our students developed a
deeper understanding of Japanese
history and the challenges and
opportunities of living and working in
rural society.

Linda White and Kristen Mullins
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Mr. Michio Miyazawa (85 years old)
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Mr. Miyazawa was born in Tenryu-
mura in 1934. During his childhood, he
played with his friends in the Tenryu
River and had to cross the river to
attend school high in the mountains.
Mr. Miyazawa moved to Tokyo during
Showa 39 (1964) to work in
construction. He stayed in a dorm
with around 200 other construction
workers in Tokyo and worked on
things such as the Nihon Bashi Bridge

and the subway.

B CTHUAERM@E W 72 . U O KER ~
RO, EXPHETCOAVY EEST Z
EMTED &\ D KEEN DM % 1525
THIENTEESTY,

BWAE, HEIAREKEEILOBHLEZ
LTWAEFEALZATRENORE
KIZEATWS 2L WVWET,

10

When he retired, he moved back to
Tenrylu -mura because of the village's

clean air and small community.

Now he lives with his wife and son who
works at an elderly house in

Matsushima within Tenryu-mura.
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During his early childhood, Mr. Miyazawa
remembers a crowded and busy Tenryu-
mura. There were over 8,000 people in the
village at the time, and many were
migrants from other parts of Japan. People
worked for the booming lumber industry,
the silk industry, and farming.

The silk and lumber produced were
exported via the Tenryu River to Shizuoka,
creating job opportunities as boat men.
Interestingly, it was quite common to have
multiple jobs at once.

Now, people typically leave the village for
work-or they work for the electric dam
company in the village, or the local
government. As a result of the industrial
activities near the Tenryu River, the river
has been contaminated. Now, it has a
slower current and is no longer the clear
Tenryu River that Mr. Miyazawa
remembers.

Mr. Miyazawa offered his advice, based on
his personal experience, saying “We get
older every year. We cannot relive our
youth, so we should try to do a variety of
different things while we are young."
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Mr. Tadashi Kanada (82 years old)
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Mr. Kanada was born in Shinshiro City in
Aichi Prefecture in 1936. He moved to
Tenryu-mura when he was 66 years old.
He has lived in the village for 16 years with
his wife, who is from Tenryu-mura. His
wife's family has lived here for several
generations. One can find the old
family grave stones that record her
relatives year of death. He has three
children and six grandchildren. However,
they don't live in Tenryd-mura. They visit
the village twice a year -in August and
during the New Year celebrations.
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Mr. Kanada has six siblings; four have passed
away, and two are still living in Aichi
prefecture.

As a young man, Mr. Kanada worked for
AISAN Industry Co., Ltd. and was assighed to
TOYOTA to learn more about car engines. He
spent a year in Los Angeles, California under
TOYOTA in 1969 when he was 32 yeas old.
He undertook information gathering about
automobile emission controls and worked
with a test site for vehicles exported to
the U.S. He valued his experiences and the
connections he made during these 10
years of his early career. It was during that
time that he developed his love for golf. One
of his major achievements was buying his first
car, which was a Toyota "Publica" that he
bought for the price of 360,000 yen.
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It wasn't only his wife that drew Mr.
Kanada to Tenryd -mura, and that makes
him stay. There is also his love for
agriculture. He is a member of the Farmers’
Cooperative which develops and markets a
local variety of eggplant, “Teizanasu”, which
has been cultivated in the village for 130
years. In the winter, when farming activities
tend to slow down, he spends his time
pruning blueberries and kiwi plants.

Though his love for agriculture sustains his
life in the village, he laments the low number
of young men and women who can help out
in the fields. At this time, he does all the work
by himself. He tries to grow all his plants with
no pesticides and faces numerous challenges
in the process, such as bugs and fungus. He
thinks that there are many things in the
village that can attract young people and
encourage them to settle here, and he hopes
that more young people will settle here in
the future. Mr. Kanada shared his belief
that, “Quality, cost, and delivery are the most
important things to follow in all aspects of
life. Whenever you do something in life, the
things to prioritize are the quality, cost,
effectiveness and the deadline for delivery.”
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Mr. Tsuneo Itakura (76 years old)
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Mr. Itakura was born in 1943 in Tenryu-
mura. During a 35-year period he has
worked at nine different schools around
Nagano prefecture as a teacher, a
principal, and as the head of the
education board. Mr. Itakura said the
most important thing about being a
teacher is making connections with one’s
students while maintaining a position of
authority. His goal as a teacher is to
motivate his students to learn because
when he was a student, he did not have
the motivation to do well. Mr. Itakura was
the fifth child of seven.
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He told us that his parents were a big
influence in his life. His father, who did
not go off to war, taught him humility
and not to look down on other people.
His mother taught him the value of hard
work because he watched her take care
of his oldest brother and oldest sister —
both of whom were disabled. Mr.
ltakura's two older siblings have passed
away. His other siblings, as well as his
two sons and five grandchildren, live in
different parts of Japan.
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Currently, Mr. Itakura helps out in the
Tenryu Elementary School during the
summer.

"The thing that people tend to forget is
nature. Everyone should have a picture
in their heart that is the core of their
own life. That picture is their
hometown. Whether you are in Tokyo or
the US, it is important not to forget your
‘genfukei’ which influences the way you
live. If people move to Tokyo, it doesn’t
mean that they have to come back to
TenryU-mura. If you remember the
picture of your childhood, you will
remember where you come from. If you
remember where you come from, you
can always go back. Therefore, | hope
everyone can have their own ‘genfukei’.”
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Mrs. Utsue Mashime (82 years old)
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Mrs. Utsue was born and raised in Tenryu-
mura as the eldest of five children. She
has two children who live about an hour
away from the village with their families.
She does have some struggles living alone,
but her children often come back and
visit, and she is fortunate to have good
friends here. She told us how the village
has changed. When she was a child, there
were around 120 students in each grade.
These days there are only 20 students in
the whole elementary school.

She also told us that when she was in the
first grade, her father was sent to the
battlefield. Fortunately, he made it through
the war. She remembers that when he
returned, he brought back a letter that she
had written and sent to him on the front.
Laughing, she told us that she had
addressed her own father by his first name
with san(& A) because he also had written a
letter to her that addressed her as
Mashime-san, her first name, which was
not typically done back then. She regrets
that she was unable to ask about her
mother’'s hardships in raising the family
alone during the war with the limited
amount of food and resources available
before her mother passed away.
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Mrs. Utsue has been volunteering for more
than 30 years and is one of the founders of
SKK (Shiawaseni Kenkoni Kurasu Kai: Live
Happy and Healthy) and Haguruma. SKK
is a gathering of elders who live by
themselves in the village, and Haguruma is
a group of parents whose children were
classmates. The group Haguruma was
named after the elementary school
newspaper. It means to be the driving
force or the “gear’ connecting students,
teachers, and parents. Haguruma

organizes cultural events such as Japanese
fan design and a local mochi-throwing
festival held annually. They also make
snacks and share them with neighbors. As
a leader of the volunteer organizations,
Mrs. Utsue is proud of what she is doing
and tries her best to improve the lives of the
villagers.
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Mr. Masaaki Kawakami
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(75 years old)

Mr. Kawakami has been teaching JSSL
students for the past four years about
the history of the construction of
Hiraoka Dam. His informative lectures
provide historical context about the
Chinese laborers living and working in
the area in the 1930s and 1940s and
their role in building the dam.

Mr. Kawakami, the youngest of four
children, was born in the town of
(now, Gero City) in 1944, His
mother raised the children while his

Gero

father traveled for work in the
timber industry.

Mr. Kawakami trained to become an
auto mechanic and worked for a
Toyota Motor dealer for over
twenty years. He married his wife
whom he had known since middle
school. They have two children and
five grandchildren.
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Mr. Kawakami talked about his
generous elementary school teacher,
Tsuta Sensei. Because he was
frequently sick during first and second
grade she took him on the train to
Nagoya to see a specialist and to
receive antibiotics. He can never fully
repay her. She taught him one of the
most important lessons in life, he said,
“‘without kindness, life would not be
worth living.” He and his family will
never forget Tsuta Sensei’s generosity.
“Hito no yasashisa ga nakattara ikite iru

katchi ga nai.”
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Hello, my name is Thitivich
Singhcharin, or you can call me Aong.
| am a Thai student from Assumption
University of Thailand. One of the
highlights in Tenryd-mura is this
picture. This is a picture of the dinner |
had with my host family. My host
family was very nice and kind. They
gave me a very warm welcome and
prepared everything for me, such as a
nice meal, a warm bed, and a good
atmosphere. They didn’'t see me as a
person from outside the village. They
made me feel like | was one of their
family. And it is not only this moment,
| have a lot of good memories of when
| lived here. For example, the Sakabe
community people taught me how
the villagers lived in the village and
my kind interviewee, Murasawa-san,
gave a lot of knowledge and history of
the village and himself. Finally, | want
to say thank you to all the people in
Tenryu-mura for giving me good
memories.
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Hello! my name is Thanapol
Navisurapol (Fone). I'm a second-
year student from Assumption
University of Thailand. This photo
represents the best time that | had
during my visit in Tenryu-mura
because | like swimming in the
river. It makes my mind relax and
wakes me up at the same time.

| really like the people in Tenryu-
mura. They seem to be more relaxed
and chill which also makes me feel
comfortable to be around them. One
of the many things that is going to
make me come back to Tenryu-
mura is the peaceful atmosphere of
the village.
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Hi! I'm Denise Alvarez, a student of
Silliman University in Dumaguete,
Philippines. This picture represents
TenrylU-mura because Tenryld-mura
feels like home to me. There is such
a strong and intimate connection
between the residents of Tenryu-
mura, as though the whole village is
one big family. In my interview with
Mr. Itakura, he stressed the
importance of making connections
and deep relationships with the
people in one’s life. He mentioned a
story about how his previous
student, who supports sumo
wrestlers, invited Mr. Itakura to a
grand sumo tournament. Another
one of his students invited him to
her wedding and her whole family
cried because when they saw Mr.
Iltakura, her old teacher, they were
reminded of her childhood.
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One of his students, Yudai - who is
now a TenryU-mura resident - was
even able to join us for the interview.
The two recounted the time when
Mr. Itakura brought young Yudai to
the principal’s office because Yudai
was standing on the railway, wanting
to stop the train. Mr. Itakura said that
if Yudai apologized first, the teacher
wouldn’t be able to do anything to
him.

Mr. Itakura also related this story to
an experience from his childhood
when he and his friends would steal
tomatoes from their neighbors’
farms. One day, he was crawling on
the ground, picking unripe tomatoes,
and the farmer caught him. But
during those times, poverty was
rampant, so the farmer forgave Mr.
Itakura and gave him a ripe tomato.
Thus, Mr. Itakura only had to ask for a
tomato first and he would be given
one.

The people of Tenryl have gifted me
with such beautiful memories and
lessons that | will carry with me for
the rest of my life. It saddens me to
say goodbye. | feel like | left my heart
in Tenryu-mura. Hence, | will come
back to Tenryu-mura.
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My name is Carl Ganir. | am a student
from Silliman University in Dumaguete,
Philippines. Tenryu-mura was a place
that brought back many familiar
feelings of home. It also reminded me
of my childhood when | spent a large
amount of time with my grandparents
in their farm which was situated in the
mountains. My parents would be
working elsewhere. Seeing all the
greenery and the simple lives that
people live there made me want to go
back to my own province and visit the
places where | would play with my
brothers and my cousins. Despite these
similarities, however, spending five days
in Tenryd-mura also allowed me to truly
appreciate just how far my own country
still has to go to secure the same
comforts that Japanese people find to
be commonplace.
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My idea of a “rural village” was turned
upside down as soon as | saw the dam
and the train station. | associated the
phrase with inconvenience and
discomfort.

However, my experiences in the village
could not have been more different
from what | expected. The villagers
received us and took care of us so well
that discomfort became the furthest
thing from my mind. Our homestay
family, the Miyazawas, treated us like
returning sons, and | truly felt their
sincerity as they asked us about our
homes and countries. Though all |
could see were smiles during my short
time in the village, | could still feel a
certain melancholy from the older
members of the village when they
speak of their youth. It is my dearest
hope that many more “sons and
daughters” will return and usher in a
new spring that will break the winter of
Tenryu-mura. | feel that | have learned a
great deal during my time here, and |
know that this knowledge will forever
guide me and govern my actions in the
future.
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My name is Merin John. | am a student at
Union Christian College, Aluva, Kerala,
India. | am currently pursuing my
bachelor's degree in Economics.

My journey to TenryU-mura was a part of
the JSSL (Japan Summer Service-Learning)
program. The days | spent at TenryU-mura
were the best five days of my life. It gave
me an opportunity to experiment with
new things, including entering an onsen.
We could find a perfect balance between
nature and technology in Tenryd-mura.
Tenryd-mura gives a rich picture of nature
while being technologically advanced at
the same time. Even the most remote
areas have internet access. This picture was
taken during my homestay. | am the first
one from the right. | stayed in a cottage
called Mangetsuya with Yudai-san and
Habana-san.

The reason why | selected this photo is
because it gives me a complete picture of
a family. The word Mangetsuya means "full
moon". My life in Tenryd-mura was as
bright as a full moon. The oral history
project gave me new insights about life in
a village and also about World War II.
Utsue-san shared a lot of information
about World War Il. Tenryu-mura, you are
forever in my heart, until we meet again!
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Hello! My name is Cyriac Augustine. | am
a student at Union Christian College in
Kerala, India. For me, Tenryu-mura is a lot
more than meets the eye.

The Tenryu-mura visit has helped me
rejuvenate my soul and experience inner
peace. | believe that | enjoyed the natural
beauty, culture and lives of Tenryu-mura
to the maximum. The oral history project
with Mr. Tadashi Kanada has helped me
know more about Tenryd-mura and the
problems it faces in the present. The
interview with him has enhanced my
knowledge about agriculture and its
methods in TenryU-mura.

| am also thankful to the Miyazawa family
for the wonderful homestay experience
and the delicious food. They have helped
me learn more about Tenryd-mura and
its history.

The time | was able to spend while
playing with the children at the school
helped me bring back a lot of childhood
memories. For me, the visit to Tenryu-
mura is something | will cherish in my
heart for as long as | live. | am positive
that | will definitely return to Tenryu-
mura again!
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Hello! My name is Brenda Martinez. | am a
second-year student at Middlebury
College in the US. One of the highlights of
my time spent at Tenryd-mura was my
overnight homestay with my host family,
the Kamakura family. My host parents
were very welcoming and the meals they
prepared were delicious. During my time
at the Kamakura family’'s house, |
experienced a lot of “first times”. It was my
first time trying new food, wearing a
yukata, and participating in a tea
ceremony. | was able to learn new things
about Japanese traditions and
architecture. | am really grateful that my
host mother was willing to lend me a
yukata and explain the motions done in a
tea ceremony. For example, it is important
to eat sweets before drinking tea because
it makes the tea taste better, and the
teacup must be turned before drinking to
avoid the front line. | am glad my host
parents were patient with me as | tried to
communicate with them in Japanese.

| hope | will improve my Japanese and
come back to visit my host family’s house.
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Hello, my name is Xuan, and | am a
junior student at Middlebury College,
USA. | am from Zhejiang Province,
China. | am a Religion major with a
focus on East Asia. This is a picture |
took with my host mother, Mrs.
Miyashita Tomomi, her daughter
Kaho, her son Shoki, as well as my
host sister Maiko from ICU. | chose
this picture because it reminds me of
the conversation we had at Sakabe
Community Center on searching for
one’s origins (genten). Mr. Hiramatsu
told us that Sakabe people, no
matter how far away they are, always
come back to the village to attend
the annual Sakabe Winter Festival on
January 4. This tradition has been
kept alive for about 600 years. People
want to come back not only because
of the excitement of the festival but
because attending the festival
reminds them where their roots are.
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| was deeply moved by this story
and began to ask myself where
my "genten" is. After thinking for a
few days, | think | know the
answer. For me, the most
important thing is to be able to
connect with people genuinely.
Although | just met my host
family for the first time, Mrs.
Tomomi and her children
welcomed me with such kindness
that | feel as if they are my family.
Besides my host family, | also
want to thank the local historian
Mr. Kawakami and my oral history
interviewee Mr. Murasawa
Shinobu for generously sharing
their life stories as well as
knowledge about the history of
Tenryu-mura with me.

| am forever indebted to the
kindness of TenryU-mura villagers.
The experiences | have had in
TenryU-mura will accompany me
wherever | go next. | will continue
to study Japanese, and | am
already looking forward to the
day | return to Tenryu-mura.
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My name is Samuel Hernandez, and
| am a student at Middlebury
College in the USA. The oral history
project we worked on was one of
the highlights of my stay in the
village. Of all the things we
discussed with Mr. Itakura, his story
of “genfukei” left the biggest impact.
While we only stayed for a short
time in Tenryu-mura, | was blown
away by the beauty of the nature
and the kindness of the people. The
views of the green mountains were
breathtaking and everywhere you go
people make you feel like family. In
that way, it's easy to see why Tenryu-
mura is the image in Mr. Itakura’s
heart. Even though | have my own
“‘genfukei”, my own image of my
hometown and all of the people
who have made me the person | am,
the impact that Tenryd-mura has
left on my heart will surely bring me
back someday.
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My name is Xiaoyu, and | am
currently a sophomore at
Middlebury College in the USA.
Although it was a short stay in
Tenryu-mura, | really enjoyed every
minute of it. There were so many
precious memories created with my
host grandma, Takeko san and the
genki managers of Sakabe. But the
thing that made the strongest
impact on me was the monument
for Chinese soldiers.

Sometimes | wonder why | am
doing volunteer services in Japan
while my own country needs help.
The answer became clear after my
journey to Tenryu-mura. There were
a lot of tragic stories in this village
during WWII--- families broke apart
because of the war; foreign soldiers
and prisoners of war were forced to
participate in the construction of
the dam.
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When Kawakami san was giving

his talk about the local history, | felt
a mix of conflicted feelings - anger,
unfamiliarity, frustration.. Why do
we have to uncover the scars of the
past again? The purpose is not to re-
trigger the hatred but to remember
the war, just as Kawakami san
mentioned in his speech, “l think we
should not forget about the tragedy,
and it is our role to convey the story
to the future generations.”

There are indeed a lot of stereotypes
that exist between China and
Japan, and it is our mission, the
younger generations’ responsibility,
to rediscover the good in humanity
and break down these stereotypes.
Many people do not know that
when forced laborers were suffering,
villagers shared their limited
resources with them. Even after the
war, there is a Japanese lady who
has been placing flowers in front of
the monument every day for over 50
years.

Thank you for your kindness both in
the past and at present.



International Christian University

FERESHRF2EOERERZEHL X
T, COEHEIIFAINTZ77IV—Td5
HEIADBETCHREZAEE TV
S, REDOWH 2RI ETCWIZEZ W
EEDEHRTY, KENTOKRERIX, H
AANTHDHIIZE > THREFIZOWT
FREZTTHRLS THRZRODODRBT )
- E AN O
KENMEDOEDE L TIEEL VLD
DR, WHTERBRTETWEE
W SRR, IRBOLA R DA
bt EN ETF o B WE
T, /2. BLWLWEEXEFAREDSE
WULWHEXS RrhrHA2ETHRS
5HDTIEHHRVWERWE T,

38

Hi, I'm Mana Miyazaki, and | am a
sophomore at ICU. This is the
picture our host family took of
Brenda and me. They let us try on
Yukata and perform the Japanese
tea ceremony. Tenryu-mura taught
me not only about the uniqueness
of TenryU-mura but also about
“Japan” which | haven't thought
about so much.

As for the uniqueness of Tenryu-
mura, | enjoyed the beautiful nature,
such as the mountains, the river, rice
cake (Goheimochi), the winter
festival in Sakabe, and the shrine in
Sakabe. Also, the delicious green tea
and vegetables, such as the special
TenryU-mura eggplant, are rare
products in other parts of Japan.
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On the other hand, there are many
things in Tenryu-mura that indicate
unexpected connections with other
regions and important points of
Japanese history. | have noticed so
many things.

The tea ceremony that Kamakura-san
practices is a very historical thing
that originated in Kyoto. It was
transmitted from Kyoto to the
southern part of Nagano through the
samurai. In addition, | think that the
history of the Hiraoka Dam and the
forced transportation of Chinese
people, which Mr. Kawakami talked
about, really represents the situation
in Japan during the war. Mr.
Murasawa's story in the oral history
interview also gave me an
opportunity to think deeply about
wartime Japan.

Thank you very much for this very
valuable experience, Mr. Kawakami,
Mr. Murasawa, everyone in Sakabe, |
am filled with gratitude to Mr.
Kamakura and everyone who took

care of us.
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Thank you for a wonderful five
days. One of the most memorable
experiences was talking with Mr.
Kanada during the oral history
activity. He moved to TenryU-mura
when he was 66 years old, and his
hobbies are golf and agriculture.
He talked to us about his history,
family, and agriculture. He loved
Tenryu-mura because of the great
people, but he hopes to improve
this village more. In addition, |
experienced a homestay at
Miyazawa-san’'s house. | enjoyed
delicious meals and talked a lot.
Mr. Nosuke Miyazawa was busy
because he started a new company
in April. He hopes to make his
company bigger and to employ
more people. | was impressed by

his passion.
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Before | went to Tenryd-mura, | had a
negative image of the village. But |
found there were many marvelous
things such as people with passion,
active children, and abundant nature.
| hope this village will exist forever.
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My name is Minori Nohara, and | am a
sophomore student at International
Christian University in Japan. Although
we only stayed in Tenryu-mura for five
days, the people of TenryU-mura made
us feel as if we were a part of their
community, and | was touched by their
kindness.

Through Mr. Kawakami’s history session
and our oral history project, | was able
to learn not just about their lives, but
also about Tenryu-mura’s history and
how it has changed over time.

One of the highlights of this trip was
my homestay experience at Mrs.
Morishita’s house. Mrs. Takeko Morishita
gave us a warm welcome and treated
us like her granddaughters. We played
cards together, talked for several hours,
and took a long nap together. | enjoyed
every second of my homestay, and it is
now one of the most memorable and
unforgettable experiences | have ever
had in my life.
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The amazing experiences | have had
and the people | have met during my
trip to Tenryld-mura will remain in my
heart forever, and | would like to
thank every single one of the people
who have taken part in this program
from the bottom of my heart.

Thank you so much for everything,
and | will definitely come back to this

beautiful village again!
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Hi. My name is Shintaro Takiguchi, and
| am a sophomore at International
Christian University. | talked with many
people in Tenryd-mura and got lots of
information, but the most impressive
thing that | heard was Mr. Itakura’s
story during our oral history project in
which we interviewed various people
from TenrylU-mura. He has worked at
elementary and junior high schools
around Nagano prefecture as a
teacher - and a principal - for 35
years; and as the head of the
education board in Tenryu-mura for 12
years. He told us that the things that
he learned from his family made the
core of himself as a teacher. | was
especially impressed with his father's
story. Once when Mr. Itakura was an
elementary school student, he went to
attend a North Korean friend'’s
grandmother’s funeral, and he was
surprised by how gorgeous it was.
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Then, he came back home and had
dinner with his family around the
fireplace. He told his family about the
funeral, but his father said to everyone
to put down their chopsticks. His
father began to talk because Mr.
ltakura was being disrespectful to
North Koreans by making fun of them.
“Korean people in Japan are weak. You
also have a weak brother and sister.
Have your brother and sister ever been
looked down on? If you were looked
down on, how would you feel?” His
oldest brother and sister had
difficulties with their bodies. This
lesson later became a guiding
principle for Mr. Itakura's career as a
teacher. When Mr. Itakura met with
his students, he tried to treat them as
human beings.

Hearing this story, | felt | learned
something valuable that | could not
learn by myself. It is because of the
historical background. Family matters,
but most importantly, the story was
valuable to me because | heard it
from a person who did and does
think about his father's words and
who received the words. This
experience was an opportunity to
think about what is precious in
making connections with people.
People everywhere have different
statuses, so it is always important to
treat others as human beings. I've
been thinking about how to be more
friendly with others, but | realized that
he thinks differently.
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My name is Maiko Okawa, and | am a
Junior at International Christian
University. During the five days at
Tenryu-mura, | was able to have
various experiences while visiting
many different places. It would be very
difficult to choose the most
memorable moments at the village.
One common thing in every place
that | have been to, however, is that
they all had a warm welcome with
warm and delicious foods. At Sakabe,
they had a poster which said welcome
home, we made gohei-mochi
together, and they provided us with
lunch as well. We were taught the
history and traditions of this village,
and | really enjoyed the time there. At
the cabin where we stayed most of
our nights, Mr. Yoshida provided us
with delicious breakfast and dinner
every day and welcomed us warmly.
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During the oral history interview, |
was able to hear many valuable
stories about Mrs. Utsue's
experiences during the war and
about her volunteer activities. On
the last day, at our home stay, we
were served a big dinner as shown in
the picture. We were welcomed as
if we were part of the family, and
told how great the village is. During
the visit, | was asked, “Why did you
choose to come to Tenryu-mura?”
multiple times, and | noticed that it
is because of the warmth that
people want to come back to this
village. Every single day was
valuable, and it became a very
important part of me. | appreciate
everything you all have done for me.
Thank you very much! | cannot wait
to come back to this beautiful

village again!
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Hello! My name is Chiharu Asai
from ICU. | am 19 years old. | am
from Nagoya, and | visited Nagano-
prefecture every summer when |
was young. However, it was my first
time visiting TenryG-mura. | was
impressed by how warm the
people at Tenryu-mura were. All of
the people were kind, and we got
great hospitality. Although it was
my first time visiting here and
meeting those people, | felt that
this was my home. Of course, the
view was also great. When | woke
up. | heard the beautiful sound of
Tenryu River. | really appreciate all
the people who were involved in
the program.
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CLOSING REMARKS...

OUR FIRST VISIT TO TENRYU-MURA WAS A VERY VALUABLE AND
MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE FOR US. WE WANT TO THANK
EVERYONE FOR EVERYTHING YOU ALL HAVE DONE FOR US.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH AND WE CANNOT WAIT TO COME
BACK NEXT TIME.

STUDENT PARTICIPANTS IN JSSL 2019
JAPAN SUMMER SERVICE-LEARNING
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